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A Message From The Superintendent

It’s hard to be-
lieve it is the
end of the first
quarter already.
Thank you to
all of the peo-
ple who have
been  patient
with me as I get
to know the school, the staff, and the
community.

After my first quarter, it has become
apparent that our parents, staff, and
community care deeply about our
school. This gives us common ground
to work towards school and student
improvement.

At the last board meeting, the School
Board tasked me with two goals. The
first goal was student improvement
and the second goal was to improve
communication. I concur that these
are two areas we can improve. I also
understand that these are huge under-
takings and will take time.

Our staff is already working toward
student improvement with our ad-
ministration leading the way. The
administration meets weekly and
student improvement is top priority.
Many tasks are already in place de-
signed to help our students succeed.

Our elementary staft has regular
meetings to work on Response to
Intervention (RTI) and data from
MAPS testing. This helps identify in-
dividual student needs to help our stu-
dents improve academically and tar-
get students reading and math skills.
I'm impressed with the hard work that
our elementary team has put in and

the improvements they have made in
student achievement. They are a very
dedicated group.

Mr. Sukut, Mrs. Satterwhite, Mr. Tait,
and Mr. Mercer are working on im-
proving student ACT scores during
8th period. Starting in the second
quarter, the Juniors will take a prac-
tice ACT test. This test will give us an
idea of how each junior will score on
the ACT test and identify areas to im-
prove. Following the test, the juniors
will work with Mr. Tait and Mr. Mer-
cer to help them improve their scores.
Mrs. Satterwhite can explain the ACT
intervention should you have any
questions. I firmly believe this pro-
gram will help our juniors score better
on the ACT test. Mr. Sukut and Mrs.
Satterwhite have worked hard to help
our students in this area.

During the 1st quarter, I focused on
improving communication within the
school by having weekly administra-
tion meetings. This has allowed us to
work together and collaborate on the
important issues facing the school as
well as planning ways to keep our staff
informed and allowing us to receive
input from our staff.

Our current schedule does not allow
us much time to collaborate with our
teachers. In spite of this, we are work-
ing with our teachers to improve com-
munication. Currently, we are holding
staff meetings. Our goal, until we can
schedule more time into the school
year for collaboration, is to make sure
our meetings are meaningful.

One of the first areas I would like to
(continued next page)



(Supt continued)

improve is our school website. This
could be a great resource for getting
information out to the community and
parents. We will work to accomplish
this over the school year. One thing
that compounds the use of the school
website is the loss of Dave Dobbins as
our tech coordinator. Dave did a lot of
work to keep the website up to date
and has been very difficult to replace.
Thank you for your patience as we
work to improve the site.

I'am also working to improve commu-

We have had
a  success-
ful start to
the 2018-19
school  year
with a re-
newed  fo-
cus on improving academics and test
scores. 'This year’s schedule includes

an 8th hour Study Skills class where

Cascade Badger Cross Cou

nication by being open and available
to the community and parents. If
you have any questions or concerns,
I would really appreciate if you con-
tacted me. Feel free to call our office
and make an appointment. My days
are very busy but I will do my best to
be available to meet with you.

I have had people meet with me and
express interest in a modified school
day. I discussed this with the School
Board at our last meeting and we
have decided to investigate the
possibility. My first step will be to

students have the opportunity to com-
plete missing homework and receive
extra academic help in areas of con-
cern. The main focus is in core classes
such as Math, English, Science, and
History.

We are still actively working on im-
proving writing across K-12 in the
school. The goal of this is to improve
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gather information from our parents,
staff, community, and students about
this. I am going to schedule a com-
munity meeting concerning this issue.
I will get the time and date out to as
many people as possible. Please be on
the lookout for more information on
when the meeting will be, as your in-
put is valued.

Once again, thank you for the oppor-
tunity to work with our students. I am
truly enjoying my time in Cascade and
look forward to continuing to help our
students succeed.

JH/HS Actively Focused On Improvement

by Kevin Sukut, 7-12 Principal

test scores and college readiness. In ad-
dition, all Juniors are working on ACT
test prep as a tool to improve ACT
test scores and college preparedness.

Upcoming dates to note are the end
of Quarter One on October 26th and
7-12 Parent Teacher conferences on
November 1st. If you have questions
on anything feel free to call me at
406-468-9383.
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Georgia Mortag, Mackenzie Wombold, Lily Grismer, and Alexa Mortag placed 6th as a team at the State Meet in Missoula.



Now  that
families and
educators
have set-
tled into our
school rou-
tines, it is
time to fo-
cus on learning! Our MAPS testing
is complete, and we have used these
results to place children in learning
groups that best meet their individual
needs.

Please note that, per parent request,
we have canceled the
FACT/APTT parenten-
gagement program. This
school year, we are rein-
stating traditional parent
teacher conferences the
week of November 5th.
Classroom teachers will
be sending out P/T con-
ference schedules at the
end of October. We do
our best to work around
your schedules, and really
appreciate your flexibility
in providing a couple of
workable options. It is
a challenge to schedule
everyone in limited time
slots. The conferences are
your time for one-on-
one conversations with
teachers, so please feel
free to address your questions/con-
cerns at this time.

We are excited to announce that in
November through January, Mr. Til-
leman will be offering after school
robotics through LEGO Educa-
tion Solutions for students in grades
4-6th. Additionally, students in grades
1st-3rd will have the opportuni-
ty to participate in a two week after

school NASA robotics course. We
will be sending home sign-up sheets
this month, so look for them in your

child’s folder.

If you are a parent or a guardian of a
child who is between the ages of 0-5
years, and are concerned about your
child’s learning, talking, vision, hear-
ing, social interactions, physical de-
velopment, or behavior, please bring
him/her to our free CHILD FIND
screening on October 30th at 1:00.
The purpose of this screening is to
identify children who have potential

delays that may interfere with learn-
ing. There is no need to make an ap-
pointment. Please pass the word to
other families in our community that
may be interested.

Fall weather is upon us with dramatic
shifts in temperature and precipita-
tion from day to day. It is important
that your child(ren) come to school
prepared for a variety of weather con-

Elementary Focuses On Learning

by Siobhan Hathhorn, Elementary Principal

ditions. Unless we experience below
Zero temperatures or extreme storms,
students will go out for recess. Now
is also a good time to make sure that
children have snow boots, snow pants,
hats/hoods, and gloves/mittens on
hand. As you know, a Montana winter
can set in at any time during the next
few weeks.

Please note on the calendar that pic-
ture day retakes are on Nov. 26th. Of
course, Halloween is on the 31st. Have
fun dressing your children for these
events while keeping in mind that

they still go to recess and PE. Class-
room teachers will share information
about Halloween parties and our an-
nual parade as the date approaches.

Hopetully we will get a blast of Indian
Summer before winter sets in. Enjoy
the fall, and stop by anytime to visit.



'The fall season is winding down and
we are starting to prepare for the win-
ter season.

Volleyball: Varsity Volleyball con-
cluded their Pink Out week. They
held a silent auction and raised mon-
ey to donate to a local breast cancer
awareness organization. Senior night
was Friday Oct. 12. Currently volley-
ball has an overall record of 4-7 with a
conference record of 1-6. We have one
week left of regular season play with
the tournament being held on Octo-
ber 25-26 at Great Falls Central. The
Junior High teams did well this year.
Skill development was a focus and
both teams improved in all areas of
skill and game knowledge. The Junior
High A team took 2nd in the District
Tournament held on Oct. 11-12.

Football: Our final game was
Wednesday Oct. 17th with Belt at
Belt. The season has been tough for
the Varsity team. We are young and
small compared to the other teams in
our conference. I have been impressed
with how positive the team remains.
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Fall AthlEtics Winding Down by Sonja Mazaira, Athletic Director
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The future looks good. Our Junior
High team has played strong this year
and has a strong winning record. Our
JV team played exceptionally well and
dominated most of the conference.

Frontier has sent trainers to our home
games and I am looking forward to
working with them next year.

Cross-Country: Cross-Country has
competed in seven meets this season.
The runners have continued to PR
with their last two competitions. We
competed at the State Meet held in
Missoula on October 20th and placed
6th as a team.

Cheer: Our cheer program contin-
ues to add to the spirit of Cascade by
cheering at our sporting events. They
participate in stunting clinics and
continue to find ways to become bet-
ter at what they do.

FFA: The FFA National Conference
will be held during Oct. 24-27th.

BPA: Cathy took the BPA officers
to the Fall Leadership Conference in
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Fairmont last weekend. They had two
days of beneficial workshops.

Band: Cascade High School has a stu-
dent in an All-State group this year!
We are very proud of Oliver Wood
for getting into the All-State Choir.
Oliver is a senior this year, and is
singing bass in the choir. The Festival
took place during the MMEA (Mon-
tana Music Educator’s Association)
convention, October 17-19, 2018, in
Missoula.

Jean Blackman and Oliver Wood have
been selected, by audition, to partici-
pate in some awesome musical groups.
Cascade is very proud to have them
represent our CHS Music Depart-
ment. Oliver is in the All-State choir
and Jean is in the National FFA Hon-
or Band.

Robotics: Eric Tilleman has started
a robotics club with interested Junior
Highers. They are building, coding,
and programming robots and hope-
tully they will be competing soon.

JH/HS Conferences
November 1, 2018
4dpm-Tpm

Elementary Conferences
November 6th & 8th
4pm-Tpm



Celebrate Our Students!

After School Program

Our XCELL! kids combine
fun, engineering and
volunteering every day
after school. Stop by and
see us in action from
3:30 to 6:00 pm every
school day.

Our Junior High Jamboree
Basketball Season is in full
swing. JH Badger basketball
players are honing their skills
every day after school in
preparation for upcoming
weekend games. Visit the
website for more information
on location and game times.
Go Badgers!

SAVE THESE
ACTIVITY DATES!

Child Find
Oct 30

JH/HS PT Conf
Nov 1

Elementary PT Conf
Nov 6 & 8

Book Fair
Nov 5-9

Winter Sports
Begins Nov 15
All required paperwork and
Pphysical must be turned in
by Nov 15.

Thanksgiving Break
Nov 21-23

Picture Retakes
Nov 26

Badger Invite
No School
Nov 30-Dec 1

Christmas Break
Dec 22-Jan 7

See website for up to date
information




Infinite Campus Parent Access

Cascade Schools Infinite Campus Portal for parents allows for easy access
of your child’s grades and information.

Inf!n.f:_r e
If you have not already done so, you will need to request an Activation Key ‘-‘JIIJ;J‘-J-J
from the student office, or by visiting Tracy Taft in person. Once you have

your code follow these steps:

* Go to the Cascade Public school website at www.cascade.k12.mt.us

e Click on the Infinite Campus Access button on the left side of the screen
e Click on the Parent Portal Icon

e Click on Continue to Link

e Click on the Help button

e Click on the If you have been assigned a Campus Portal Activation Key

School Starts
at 8:00 a.m.

If students are late they will be issued
a tardy slip for their 1st period class.

Follow the Ketochi online

'The Ketochi is the official student news magazine of Cascade
Public Schools. Scan the QR code at right with your smart
phone for a direct link. The Ketochi is available on multiple
formats for quick and easy access. See the “About the Ketochi”
tab on the Ketochi website for all formats, including a monthly printed version
provided free of charge at various community locations.

Throughout the school year,
if your child will be late or
absent please contact the

school before 8:15am.
Notify the school before

The Ketochi is run entirely by our own talented band of student writers,

photographers, and social media experts, advised by Mr. Tait.

home

12:00pm if your child will not
be riding the bus after school.

School phone lines are very busy first
thing in the morning and before
buses leave after school. If you can’t
get through please leave a message
and it will be promptly answered.

All students who drive need a
parking permit
Permits are free and available at the
attendance office.

Please bring ID if you are
visiting our school
Student safety is our priority.
ID:s are only scanned once per year to
issue visitor passes.

staff | about the ketochi

“@o KETOCHI

athletics

G

The Official News Site of
Cascade Public Schools

news features activities opinion entertainment student of the month

JH Lady Badgers Take
y Second at District
Tournament

Preslee Carroll, Staff Writer

| The Cascade Lady Badgers A team clawed their way thro|
competition during their district tournament....

News Download Our App
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Bus Drivers
Needed!

Hiring salary
$14.50 per hour

4 hours per day and/or
weekend activity driving

After 6 months $15.00 per
hour with sick and vacation
time accrued

Will be reimbursed for
1st year of First Aid and CDL
Certification

There may be more hours
available with other driving

Contact Damon at 468-9383
for more info. Apply at:
cascade.k12.mt.us

Bookmark this link to our
school weather station for
current weather conditions

https://rainwise.net/weather/CPS59421

November 15,2018
6:00 pm

Join us for your chance to win!

WHY ARE FREE & REDUCED PRICE APPLICATIONS IMPORTANT? (next page)

More qualifying applications mean
more families get the assistance
their children need to do well in
school. The number of applications
returned and approved affects how
much funding our school receives
to help students meet academic
benchmarks,
like books and computers. We cur-

including materials

rently employ two teachers and two
aides to help our students. CPS typi-
cally receives approximately $125,000
annually, but our numbers our down
this year and we are at risk of losing
funding. Applications are always con-
fidential. Your information will only
be used to determine your child’s eli-
gibility for the school meal programs.

Students who receive F&R price
meals are not identified. No other
students, staff, or teachers need to
know who is receiving free or re-
duced meals. Please take a few min-
utes to fill out the attached form so
that your child may qualify for these
important benefits.
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CASCADE PUBLIC SCHOOIS Non-Profit

District No. 3 &B US Postage Paid
)@ "8 321 Central Avenue West - PO Box 529 Permit Number 6
i Cascade MT 59421 Cascade, MT 59421

If you would like to be placed on our mailing list please email your name and address to becky.smith@cascade.k12.mt.us

Cascade Public Schools
Ph: 406-468-9383
Fax: 406-468-2212

'The goal of the Cascade Board of Trustees is to continually strive to provide
the highest quality education possible for our students. We encourage you to
better your understanding of the expectations, climate, and culture of your
school through our newsletters, the Ketochi school newspaper, student hand-
books, school visitations, and School Board meetings. The Board of Trustees

www.cascade.k12.mt.us + PHONE: 406-468-9383
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: Attendance Office 101 : meets the third Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the school Conference
i Serdlems OfSae 108 | Room. Agendas are always posted on the display boards next to the two main
: . . ] entrances and other locations around Cascade. Board packets can be viewed
i Supt Rick Miller 105 1 and downloaded from the Cascade School website.
i Clerk/Business Mgr 104 |}
I L. 1 We encourage you to attend our meetings and become
i 7-12 Principal Sukut 102 : informed about the educational process in Cascade.
! EK-6 Principal Hathhorn 106 1}
7 . I Board of Trustees: Val Fowler (Chair), Deanna Hastings
i lransportation 155 1 1 (Vice Chair), Chris Boland, Blake Standley,
i Counselor 107 ] Ruth Mortag, John Rumney
! Admin Assist 123 |
1 1
Lib 127
E 1 rary | Call or email to set up
5Bl New (o the Area? ompuousieo
1 Athletic Director 140 | ¢ and enroll.
1
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